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Abigail Adams: Persuading Her Husband

I long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the way, 
in the new code of laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I 
desire you would remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to 
them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of 
the husbands. Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular 
care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a 
rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no 
voice or representation.

That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a truth so thoroughly established 
as to admit of no dispute; but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give 
up the harsh title of master for the more tender and endearing one of friend. 
Why, then, not put it out of the power of the vicious and the lawless to use 
us with cruelty and indignity with impunity? Men of sense in all ages abhor 
those customs which treat us only as the vassals of your sex; regard us then 
as beings placed by Providence under your protection, and in imitation of the 
Supreme Being make use of that power only for our happiness.

What is Abigail trying to convince her husband to do? Give two examples of how she 
attempts to persuade him.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Abigail Adams (1744-1818) was the wife of Founding Father John Adams. While 
he attended the Continental Congress in Philadelphia in 1776, Abigail wrote to her 
husband often. Below is part of her letter from March 31, 1776. 

✍

NAME: ______________________________________
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As important as water conservation is, it is also very easy. A few simple habits can signifi cantly As important as water conservation is, it is also very easy. A few simple habits can signifi cantly 

reduce the water consumption of  a household. One way to save water is to turn off  the faucet when reduce the water consumption of  a household. One way to save water is to turn off  the faucet when 
brushing your teeth.  Also, don’t allow faucets to drip; one drip can waste a large amount of  water 
over a short period of  time. Baths require less water than showers, so by taking a bath instead of  a 
shower, you can reduce the amount of  water your home uses. In the kitchen, running a dishwasher 
when it is completely full, rather than half  full, can save up to 20 gallons a day. These simple changes 
will save water and save money.

Circle the main idea of  the paragraph.

A. Water conservation is important.

B. Consumers can save money by conserving water.

C. A few simple changes can save water in the home.

D. Baths take less water than showers.

One the most popular musical instruments is the piano. In the traditional musical instrument 
classifi cation system of  string, woodwind, percussion and brass, the piano falls into two categories. 
It is considered a string instrument because the sound comes from the strings inside the piano. It 
is also considered a percussion instrument, since the player strikes the keyboard, which signals an 
internal hammer to strike the strings. 

Circle the main idea of  the paragraph.

A. The piano is both a string and percussion instrument.

B. The piano is a string instrument.

C. The piano is a popular instrument.

D. The strings of  a piano makes the sound.

Irish immigration to the U.S. began during the early development of  the American colonies. It 
is estimated that 200,000 Irish came to the U.S. in the 17th and 18th centuries. The numbers swelled 
from 1820 to 1850 to almost 2 million Irish immigrants. Most of  these were fl eeing the potato fam-
ine from 1845 until 1852. Steady numbers continued to arrive during the late 19th and 20th centu-
ries. Today, over 36 million Americans claim some level of  Irish ancestry.

Circle the main idea of  the paragraph.

A. The potato famine caused many Irish to immigrate to the U.S.

B. The U.S. is a country of  immigrants.

C. The Irish are coming to the U.S. still today.

D. The Irish came in large numbers to the U.S.

Name:  _____________________________



What’s on the ACT Reading Test? 
There are four reading passages of about 800 words each, always in this order: 

1. prose fiction 
2. social science 
3. humanities 
4. natural science 

After each passage, you’ll answer 10 questions that test you on what was directly stated as well as what meanings 
were implied in the text. 

 
What it is What you can expect 

Prose 
Fiction 

Excerpts from novels or short stories   
 
Most passages are contemporary, 
emphasize diversity, and often center on 
family relationships. 

• Setting, atmosphere, and the 
relationships between characters are 
more important than facts 

• Questions likely to involve identifying 
the implied meanings vs. what was 
directly stated 

Social 
Science 

Topics: anthropology, archaeology, 
biography, business, economics, 
education, geography, history, political 
science, psychology, and sociology 

• Organization flows logically with 
clear topic sentences and well-
chosen transitions to develop the 
main idea 

• Author may have a point of view on 
the subject or may simply deliver 
informative facts in a neutral tone 



Humanities 

Nonfiction passages—usually memoirs or 
personal essays   
 
Topics: architecture, art, dance, ethics, 
film, language, literary criticism, music, 
philosophy, radio, television, and theater 

• Narrative may use a more organic 
development instead of a linear one 

• Tone will be more personal and 
perhaps more emotional 

Natural 
Science 

Topics: anatomy, astronomy, biology, 
botany, chemistry, ecology, geology, 
medicine, meteorology, microbiology, 
natural history, physiology, physics, 
technology, and zoology 

• Lots of details and sometimes very 
technical descriptions 

• Linear organization with clear topic 
sentences and transitions to develop 
the main idea 

• Author may or may not have an 
opinion on the topic 

• Questions usually track the text 
pretty closely and require you to 
make few inferences 

 

 

 

 

 



How to Tackle the ACT Reading Test 
Now that you know what to expect, here are six ACT reading strategies that will help you approach any passage: 

1. Choose Your Own Adventure 
On the ACT Reading Test, you only have 35 minutes to answer 40 questions. To earn your best possible reading score, you 
have to invest your time where it will do the most good. Always choose your own order, working first the passages that are 
easiest for you and leaving for last the most difficult. Learn more ACT strategies for working questions out of order. 

2. Get Plenty of Practice 
The best way to determine which categories you tend to ace is through repeated practice tests. Do you consistently do the 
best on social science? What types of questions do you find easy or difficult? Try some ACT reading practiceor take a full-
length ACT practice test. 

3. Read the Questions First 
Reading actively means knowing in advance what you’re going to read. So, before you start in on the passage, take a look at 
the questions. You’ll know what important details to look for, and you won’t waste time on details that never appear in a 
question. 

4. Keep Moving 
If you read something you don’t understand, do not reread it. Just keep going, and worry about it later only if you have to. 
Learn more about finding the right ACT pacing for you. 

 

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/4-act-tips
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/act-practice-questions
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/free-act-practice-test
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/how-long-is-the-act
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Name:  ____________________________________________________   Date:  __________________

LESSON 4 

Identifying the Parts of Speech

Each word in a sentence performs a basic function or task. Words perform four 
basic tasks; they name, modify, express action or state of being, or connect. By the 
arrangement of words in a sentence and the task that each word performs within 
a sentence, you can understand a sentence’s meaning. To illustrate how parts of 
speech work together, try to decipher the following nonsense sentence.

example
The strutum pensundsworder sworded about the grunewald bools of Kilargo.

What nonsense noun is the subject of the sentence? What adjective modifies the 
word pensundsworder? Which nonsense verb expresses the action in the sentence?
If you substitute real words for the nonsense words, but keep the same arrangement 
of words, you can identify the nouns, verb, and adjectives in the sentence.

example
The famous author wrote about the green hills of Africa. 

There are eight basic parts of speech. Each part of speech is defined in the following chart.

Parts of Speech Definition Example

noun A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. Apples, oranges, and potato chips 
were the only items on the list.

pronoun A pronoun is used in place of a noun. Fanny whispered to her friend as they 
waited for their new teacher.

verb A verb expresses action or a state of being. Playful fox cubs tumbled out of the den 
and chased one another across the field.

adjective An adjective modifies a noun or pronoun. The most 
common adjectives are the articles a, an, and the.

Tattered curtains hung in the dark 
windows of the gray, sagging house.

adverb An adverb modifies a verb, an adjective, or another 
adverb.

Sharply turning to the left, the bicyclist 
nearly caused an accident.

preposition A preposition shows the relationship between its 
object—a noun or a pronoun—and another word in a 
sentence. Common prepositions include after, around, 
at, behind, beside, off, through, until, upon, and with.

During winter we often sit by the 
fireplace in the evening.

conjunction A conjunction joins words or groups of words. 
Common conjunctions are and, but, for, nor, or, so, 
and yet.

Neither Grant nor Felix felt tired after 
two miles, so they ran another mile.

interjection An interjection is a word used to express emotion. 
Common interjections are oh, ah, well, hey, and wow.

Wow! Did you see the dive he made 
from the high diving board?
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E X E R C I S E 1

Identifying the Parts of Speech in Literature

Identify the part of speech of each underlined word in the following excerpt. Write 
your answers on the corresponding lines below.

 When he was two, if you 1laid him on his stomach, 2he began to try to move 
himself, straining 3terribly. The 4doctor said that with his 5weak heart this strain 
would probably kill him, 6but 7it didn’t. Trembling, he’d push himself 8up, turning 
first red, then 9a soft purple, and finally 10collapse back onto the 11bed like an 
12old worn-out doll. I can still see Mama watching him, 13her hand pressed 14tight 
15across her mouth, her eyes wide and unblinking. But he 16learned to crawl (it 
was his third winter), 17and 18we brought him out of the front bedroom, putting 
him 19on the rug before the 20fireplace.

from “The Scarlet Ibis,” page 108
James Hurst

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

 6.  

 7.  

 8.  

 9.  

 10.  

 11.  

 12.  

 13.  

 14.  

 15.  

 16.  

 17.  

 18.  

 19.  

 20.  

E X E R C I S E 2

Understanding the Parts of Speech

Use each word as its designated part of speech in a sentence.

examples
along (preposition) Purple lilacs were blooming along the fence.
along (adverb) Will you bring along a bouquet of lilacs to the party?

 1. someone (pronoun)
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 2. neither/nor (conjunction)

 3. oh, no (interjection)

 4. more (adverb)

 5. frail (adjective)

 6. review (noun); review (verb) 

 7. practice (noun); practice (verb) 

 8. over (preposition); over (adverb) 

 9. mystified (adjective); mystified (verb) 

 10. calm (noun); calm (adjective) 

E X E R C I S E 3

Using the Parts of Speech in Your Writing

Imagine that you are seeing your town for the very first time, as a tourist. Write a 
paragraph for a postcard to send to friends back home. In the paragraph describe 
the town’s location and some of the town’s major features. Include in your paragraph 
at least two examples of each part of speech.
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 Name ___________________________________________ 

Inclement Weather Math Packet #1 
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Name ____________ _ 

Growing Plants 
When you look out on a sunny day, the light 
appears colorless. In fact, that light contains 
all of the colors of the visible light spectrum, 
from red to violet (Figure 1 ). Each color has 
a different wavelength . Red has the longest 
wavelength and violet has the shortest 
wavelength. When all the waves are seen 

together, they make white light. Light is 

essential in a plant's life. Without light a plant 
cannot grow, reproduce, or photosynthesize 
(make energy). Plants utilize the different 
colors found in visible light to control different 
aspects of their growth. Different 

wavelengths of light can trigger or inhibit 

(stop) growth and flowering in plants. Light is 
extremely important to the healthy growth of 
plants. 

f 
I 
j 
l. 

j 

Fig. 1 Wavelengths of visible light in nanometers (nm). 

A student was doing an experiment ustng th~ sdentUlc method. 
A picture of the student's project is shown below. 

1. What is the student's variable? 
a. the temperature of the air around the plant 
b. the angle of the light shining on the plant 
c. the brightness of the light shining on the plant 
d. the type of plant being tested 

2. List the controls you see in the image. 

3. Based on the passage and the model, how do you think each plant will grow? Provide evidence to support 
your claim. 



Mary was interested in how plants grow since her grandparents grew a garden each year. She always heard them talking about putting 

fertilizer on their garden. She wondered if the fertilizer really helped the plant grow better. She followed these steps to perform her 

experiment: 

1. Gather 6 plastic cups. Fill each of the plastic cups ¾ full with potting soil. 

2. Plant one bean seed in each of the plastic cups. The seeds should be planted ½ inch deep in the soil. Add ¼ cup water to 

each cup. 

3. In half the cups, add fertilizer, following the directions of the fertilizer package. 

4. Place the cups in an area that gets plenty of sunlight during the day. 

5. Water each plant with up to ¼ cup water each day unless there is standing water in the cup. Because the cups have no 

drainage, fungus can grow and kill the plant if it receives more water than it can use, so water by pouring small amounts of 

water into the cup and allowing it to sink into the soil, and stop when a miniature puddle forms at the soil surface. 

6. Keep a careful record of the plants' growth each week. 

7. Take measurements of the length of the plants. Measure from the base of the plant where it touches the soil to the top of the 

stem. Be careful not to break the growing tip off of the plant while measuring, be very gentle. 

8. Note the color when the plants begin to germinate, describe the thickness of the stem, record the numbers of leaves present. 

Keep all the information in your log book. This will help determine which plants were the healthiest. 

Plant Growth Experiment 
:!O 

15 

10 

5 

0 

Week a Week 2 Week 4 Week 6 Week 8 
Week 1 Week 3 Week 5 Week 7 Week 9 

4. How tall were the plants when this experiment began? _______ _ 

•water Only 

-Weter\Mth 
Fertilizer 

5. According to this graph, was the fertilizer helpful to Mary's plants? Provide evidence from graph to support your claim. 

6. How much taller did the plants grow with the fertilizer than without the fertilizer? _______ _ 

7. On week 8, how tall were the plants without fertilizer? _______ _ 



8. Another student completed the same experiment. He had a picture of a fertilized plant that had a height of 12 cm. Between which two 

weeks did the student's plant probably come from? Provide evidence from graph to support your claim. 

9. Draw a diagram of how the plant should be measured according to the text. Be sure to include labels for your diagram. 

10. Based on the passage and Mary's experiment, what would happen to a plant with fertilizer that didn't have light? Provide evidence 

to support your claim. 
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