
WRITING PROMPT #3 
Your city council is considering a proposal that would ban the use of cell phones in privately owned 
businesses such as restaurants, movie theaters, and retail stores. Violators would be subject to a fine. What 
is your position on this issue? Write a letter in which you convince the city council to support your position, 
giving strong evidence for your reasons. 
Write at least two pages. 
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Name:  ____________________________________________________   Date:  __________________

LESSON 6 

Possessive and Collective Nouns

Possessive Nouns

Nouns that show ownership or possession of things or qualities are called possessive 
nouns. A possessive noun names who or what has something. Possessive nouns can 
also be singular or plural. Both common nouns and proper nouns can be possessive in 
form.

examples
common nouns
The car’s tires were rotated and balanced.
The governors’ meeting was held in the Samson Hotel.

proper nouns
Doug’s house needs a new roof and chimney.
Japan’s foreign policy has changed in the last thirty years.

An apostrophe is used to form the possessive of nouns. To form the possessive of a 
singular noun, add an apostrophe and an s to the end of the word.

examples
singular possessive nouns
William’s recital will be rescheduled next week. (William + ’s = William’s)
Mrs. White’s garden is overrun with weeds. (White + ’s = White’s)

The possessive of a plural noun is formed two different ways. If the plural noun 
does not end in s, you add an apostrophe and an s to the end of the word. If the 
plural noun ends with an s, add only an apostrophe.

examples
plural possessive nouns
Women’s formalwear is found on the third floor of the store. (Women + ’s = Women’s)
The cats’ curiosity led them to investigate the barn. (cats + ’ = cats’)

E X E R C I S E 1

Identifying Possessive Nouns

Decide whether the underlined nouns in the following sentences are plural or 
possessive or both plural and possessive. Write your answers on the lines provided.

 1. Mark Twain wrote many books during his lifetime. 
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 2. He is remembered today as one of America’s most important authors. 

  

 3. Some of his most important writings were drawn from his experience on 

  the Mississippi River. 

 4. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer describes a mischievous boy’s antics. 

   

 5. Twain’s novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was banned, but is now 

  considered a classic. 

 6. Tom and Huck are two very popular characters in American literature. 

   

 7. Some of Twain’s later works did not meet with readers’ approval. 

  

 8. The hard times Twain faced after 1890 are reflected in his later novels’ dark 

  pessimism. 

 9. Few American writers are studied today as much as Mark Twain. 

   

 10. The famous author’s real name was Samuel Langhorne Clemens. 

   

E X E R C I S E 2

Understanding How to Form Possessive Nouns

Rewrite each word group below, making the first word possessive.

 1. snake skin  

 2. father approval  

 3. men sportswear  

 4. ravens beaks  

 5. salamander feet  

 6. Alabama summers  

 7. Dr. Seuss books  
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 8. fairy dust  

 9. lake waves  

 10. dog dish  

1 1. Nicholas family 

1 2. Chaucer writings  

1 3. county residents  

1 4. runners route  

1 5. goats pen  

1 6. lynx cave  

1 7. oxen food  

1 8. Daria father  

1 9. elk field  

 20.  automobiles exhaust  

E X E R C I S E 3

Correcting Possessive Nouns

For each sentence write the correct possessive form of the underlined noun.

 1. After Frances occupation of Vietnam ended, the country was divided in two. 

  

 2. In the years following the division, Americas involvement in Vietnam increased. 

  

 3. Many American families children participated in the Vietnam War. 

  

 4. Lyndon Johnsons Vietnam policies cost him popular support in the United States. 

  

 5. U.S. policymakers underestimated the Viet Congs resolve to resist foreign invaders. 

  

 6. After the U.S. soldiers withdrawal, South Vietnam had little defense left. 
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 7. The Communists takeover of Vietnam was complete in 1975.

  

 8. The country total losses from the war were very high. 

  

 9. Thousands fled Vietnam, but many of the refugees boats were not seaworthy. 

  

 10. Americans attitudes about involvement in foreign wars changed after the defeat in Vietnam. 

  

Collective Nouns

Collective nouns name groups—such as team, class, and family—that are made up 
of individuals. A collective noun may be either singular or plural, depending on 
how the group acts. When the group acts together as one unit to do something, the 
group is considered singular. When individuals within the group act differently or 
do different things at the same time, the collective noun is plural.

examples
singular   The council needs a new policy on urban growth.

The team meets in the locker room before practice.
plural  The council will present their proposals at Tuesday’s meeting.
 The team practice their positions and plays.

E X E R C I S E 4

Identifying Collective Nouns

Underline the five collective nouns in the following paragraph.

 My platoon was assigned to guard the stone bridge south of the village. Last 

night it sounded like the whole German army might be marching in our direction. 

A squad of our best troops probed the enemy position just before daybreak. They 

reported that a battalion of their soldiers was camped across the river. Fortunately, 

we had a battery of howitzers to support our position.
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E X E R C I S E 5

Understanding Collective Noun-Verb Agreement

Circle the collective noun in each of the following sentences. Then underline the 
correct form of the verb in parentheses.

 1. The legislature (votes, vote) on the environmental bill today.

 2. The king’s armada (carries, carry) several thousand soldiers to attack the island.

 3. A troop of scouts (presents, present) their various arguments against the proposal.

 4. Before the class (takes, take) their seats, they turn in their assignments.

 5. A pack of wolves (lurks, lurk) in the dark forest.

 6. The staff (disapproves, disapprove) of your prank with the flagpole.

 7. The union (reads, read) their different speeches to the townspeople.

 8. After hearing the motorboat, the school of fish (swims, swim) away from the noise.

 9. A flotilla (patrols, patrol) the coast each evening.

 10. The band (disagrees, disagree) with each other about whether to tour this fall.

E X E R C I S E 6

Using Collective Nouns in Your Writing

Write a paragraph to be shared with classmates about one of the following groups: 
flock, herd, school, litter, or an animal group of your own choosing. Describe the 
group and its common behaviors. Use the collective noun as a plural noun twice 
and as a singular noun twice.
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