
DAY # 2: 

Intelligent Machines 

Many of the goods and services we depend on daily are now supplied by intelligent, 

automated machines rather than human beings. Robots build cars and other goods on 

assembly lines, where once there were human workers. Many of our phone conversations 

are now conducted not with people but with sophisticated technologies. We can now buy 

goods at a variety of stores without the help of a human cashier. Automation is generally 

seen as a sign of progress, but what is lost when we replace humans with machines? Given 

the accelerating variety and prevalence of intelligent machines, it is worth examining the 

implications and meaning of their presence in our lives. 

  

Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each suggests a particular way of thinking 

about the increasing presence of intelligent machines.  

Perspective One Perspective Two 

What we lose with the replacement of people by 

machines is some part of our own humanity. Even 

our mundane daily encounters no longer require 

from us basic courtesy, respect, and tolerance for 

other people.  

Machines are good at low-skill, repetitive jobs, 

and at high-speed, extremely precise jobs. In 

both cases they work better than humans. This 

efficiency leads to a more prosperous and 

progressive world for everyone.  

Perspective Three 

Intelligent machines challenge our long-standing 

ideas about what humans are or can be. This is 

good because it pushes both humans and 

machines toward new, unimagined possibilities. 

Read and consider the issue and 

perspectives, state your own perspective on 

the issue, and analyze the relationship 

between your perspective and at least one 

other perspective on the issue 
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Name:  ____________________________________________________   Date:  __________________

LESSON 1

The Sentence and Its Functions

The Sentence

From the time you entered school, you probably have been speaking and writing in 
sentences. In the English language, the sentence is the basic unit of meaning.
 A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought. Every 
sentence has two basic parts: a subject and a predicate. The subject tells whom or 
what the sentence is about. The predicate tells information about the subject—what 
the subject is, what the subject does, or what happens to the subject.

example
sentence The experienced detective | asked the suspect several questions.

 (subject) (predicate)

A group of words that does not have both a subject and a predicate is called a 
sentence fragment. A sentence fragment does not express a complete thought.

examples
sentence fragment  The newspaper carrier.
   (The fragment does not have a predicate. The group 

of words does not answer the question What did the 
newspaper carrier do?)

sentence fragment  Flung the morning edition.
   (The fragment does not have a subject. The group of 

words does not answer the question Who flung the 
morning edition?)

sentence fragment  Onto the front porch.
   (The fragment does not have a subject or predicate. The 

group of words does not tell what the sentence is about 
or tell what the subject does.)

complete sentence   The newspaper carrier flung the morning edition onto 
the front porch.

E X E R C I S E 1

Identifying Sentences and Sentence Fragments

Identify each of the following groups of words as either a complete sentence or a 
sentence fragment. Write S for sentence or F for fragment.

_____  1. Reading the instruction manual now will prevent future problems.

_____  2. Will prevent tooth decay and cavities.

_____  3. Creative writing can be an enjoyable and meaningful way to express yourself.
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_____  4. As seen on television.

_____  5. Scuba is a commonly used acronym.

_____  6. A driving experience you will never forget.

_____  7. In addition to the broccoli and cauliflower.

_____  8. I forgot the keys!

_____  9. Cleaned the kitchen after the party guests left.

_____  10. Gina filleted the catfish with a sharp knife.

E X E R C I S E 2

Understanding Sentences and Their Basic Parts

Some of the following groups of words are missing a subject or predicate or 
both. On the lines provided, write what part is missing, then revise the sentence 
to include the missing part. If the group of words contains both a subject and a 
predicate, write sentence.

example
Wearily down the road.
(subject and predicate missing; The old mare trudged wearily down the road.)

 1. Was very hungry after school and band practice.

 2. Candice slipped on the icy sidewalk.

 3. Believed he had discovered the secret formula.

 4. During a long, monotonous lecture.

 5. Every Saturday Mr. Neet mowed his lawn and trimmed the hedges.

 6. The frosty windowpane.

 7. All along the winding brick road.
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 8. It can be a difficult situation to deal with.

 9. Requiring a bucket of oats and half a bale of hay each day.

 10. The afternoon held many wonderful surprises for Kate.

E X E R C I S E 3

Using Complete Sentences in Your Writing

Write a paragraph for an article in your student newspaper, in which you describe 
an issue at school that you want to see addressed, such as healthier food choices in 
the cafeteria or longer breaks between classes. Why is the issue a problem? What 
can be done to resolve the issue to the benefit of the student body? Make sure that 
each sentence in your paragraph contains a subject and a predicate.

Functions of Sentences

There are four different kinds of sentences: declarative, interrogative, imperative, 
and exclamatory. Each kind of sentence has a different purpose. You can vary the 
tone and mood of your writing by using the four different sentence types. Read 
the example sentences aloud and notice how your voice changes to express each 
sentence’s different meaning.

• A declarative sentence makes a statement. It ends with a period.
example
Samantha is in the backyard trying to repair the lawnmower.

• An interrogative sentence asks a question. It ends with a question mark.
example
Will she be joining you for supper later tonight?

•  An imperative sentence gives an order or makes a request. It ends with a period 
or an exclamation point. An imperative sentence has an understood subject, most 
often you.

examples
(You) Please take a glass of lemonade to her.
(You) Ask Samantha how much longer she will be working.

0001-0083_Gr09_Gram&Style_5p.indd   30001-0083_Gr09_Gram&Style_5p.indd   3 4/29/09   1:28:37 PM4/29/09   1:28:37 PM



LEVEL IV, UNIT 14 © EMC Publishing, LLCExceeding the Standards: Grammar & Style

 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

 6.  

 7.  

 8.  

 9.  

 10.  

•  An exclamatory sentence expresses strong feeling. It ends with an exclamation point.
example
Samantha is a wizard at fixing lawnmowers!

E X E R C I S E 4

Identifying Different Kinds of Sentences in Literature

Identify each of the ten numbered sentences in the passage as declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, or exclamatory. Write your answers on the corresponding lines below. 

1But she hugged them to her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with 
dim eyes and a smile and say: “My hair grows so fast, Jim!”
 2And then Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”
 3Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. 4She held it out to him eagerly 
upon her open palm. 5The dull precious metal seemed to flash with a reflection of 
her bright and ardent spirit.
 6“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? 7I hunted all over town to find it. 8You’ll have to look at 
the watch a hundred times a day now. 9Give me your watch. 10I want to see how it 
looks on it.”

from “The Gift of the Magi,” page 138
O. Henry

E X E R C I S E 5

Understanding the Functions of Sentences

Identify the following sentences as declarative, imperative, interrogative, or 
exclamatory. Then revise each sentence according to the directions in parentheses.

example
Did the neighbors return yet from their European vacation? (Change into a 
declarative sentence.)
(interrogative; declarative: The neighbors returned from their European vacation.)

 1. Will Huck have time to paint the fence today? (Change into a declarative sentence.)
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 2. You finished the job already! (Change into an interrogative sentence.)

 3. Apologize for your rude behavior. (Change into a declarative sentence.)

 4. Joel can see how well constructed the house is. (Change into an imperative sentence.)

 5. Where is the garter snake in the vegetable garden? (Change into an exclamatory sentence.)

 6. He drew the window blinds and turned off the lights. (Change into an interrogative sentence.)

 7. Burglars stole the valuable painting above the fireplace. (Change into an exclamatory sentence.)

 8. I can’t believe the chain broke! (Change into a declarative sentence.)

 9. Hit the brakes! (Change into a declarative sentence.)

 10. Mr. Jarvis sent the annoying children away. (Change into an interrogative sentence.)

E X E R C I S E 6

Using Different Kinds of Sentences in Your Writing

Create a fictional villain for a short story, and write a descriptive paragraph about 
him or her. Include features, such as physical traits and personality characteristics, 
as well as a description of the villain’s one honorable trait. Your paragraph may be 
either serious or humorous. Use all four kinds of sentences in your paragraph. Then 
take turns with your classmates reading your paragraphs aloud. 
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An African American Poet 
     
Gwendolyn Elizabeth Brooks was an American poet.  Her grandfather was a slave who 
fled slavery and later fought on the side of the Union in the Civil War.    He was part of a 
pivotal era in American history.   

His son married a teacher, and they resided in Kansas.  The family sought the 
opportunities offered by a growing city and moved to Chicago when she was a baby.  
Gwendolyn Brooks was educated in Chicago public schools.  She grew up in Chicago 
and stayed here for the remainder of her life.  She traveled many places but always 
came back to Chicago. 

Gwendolyn Brooks enjoyed the literary pursuits of reading and writing.  She wrote 
extensively about her experiences, but she also wrote about urban lives -- particularly 
those in Chicago.  When she was just thirteen, a poem she wrote was published in a 
magazine.  In time, she was published in the books of others, but she eventually 
authored entire volumes of her own poetry.  She became an accomplished poet, well 
known in the United States and abroad.  She won numerous awards for her poetry. 

It was not easy to get a job in writing, so Brooks worked for a while as a typist, putting 
the words of others in print.  But she continued to write her own words, and these 
became important poems that inspired people throughout the world.   

In addition to being a poet, she taught poetry to college students in the Chicago area.  
She taught them the importance of clarity in writing poetry.  There are hundreds of 
people who learned from her in those classes, and several of them have gone on to 
write their own poetry.  Most of them also read poems better because of learning from 
her how to look for the ideas they convey. 

Illinois has a special role called Poet Laureate.  Gwendolyn Brooks was named Illinois 
Poet Laureate in 1968, but this recognition didn't come until one year after she had 
already been named poet laureate for the whole country.   She was very clear about her 
artistic priorities: of greater importance is the ideas a poet communicates—more than 
the prizes a poet may earn.  But she earned many prizes.  She is recognized today as a 
great poet and an important African American whose influence continues to be felt by 
subsequent generations. 

When she was 83, she was diagnosed with cancer.  Shortly thereafter, she died.  Her 
death in Chicago in 2000 affected people all over the world.  While countless numbers 
of people mourned her death, she had accomplished much in her life.  She's an 
important part of Chicago history, African-American history, and American history, and 
her legacy is part of your heritage. 
 
CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE 
CCSSR2—clarify the main/central idea of a passage; support important ideas with examples. 
 
What do you think is the most important legacy of this African American? 
Use information from this biography to answer. 



Scientific Method - Manipulated and Responding 
Variables 

Jordan is doing a science fair project on the effects of 
music on the growth of tomatoes. He has two tomato 
plants, Plant A and Plant B, that he grows in a window 
and gives the same amount of water. Plant A is exposed 
to classical music using headphones attached to the soil. 
Throughout the growth period, Jordan counts the number 
of tomatoes produced by each plant. 

Plant A = 35 Tomatoes | Plant B = 55 Tomatoes 

1) What is the control group? 

  

2) What is the manipulated variable? 

  

3) What is the responding variable? 

  

4) What should Jordan’s conclusion be? Write this in a complete sentence! 

  

5) Jordan needs to repeat the experiment, but his teacher says that he needs 
to improve his design. In his second experiment, what should he do different. 

  

  

 

In the same science fair, Tina asks the question “Does caffeine increase the 
heart rate of an earthworm?” In Test 1, she measures the heart rate by 
looking at the earthworm under a microscopes, the earthworm has a heart 
rate of 50 bpm (beats per minute). In Test 2, she places a few drops of 



caffeine on the earthworm’s skin and measures the rate again. In this test, the 
heart rate is 68 bpm. 

6) What is the manipulated variable 
in this experiment? 

  

7) What is the responding variable in this experiment? 

  

8) Tina’s experiment should have included a hypothesis. In a complete 
sentence, suggest a hypothesis for Tina’s experiment. 

  

 


