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Critical Reading 

Sentence Completion ( 4 Minutes--4 Questions) 

DIRECTIONS: Each sentence below contains one or two blanks, each blank indicating that a 
word has been omitted. Beneath the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled A through 
E. Select the word or set of words that best completes the sentence. 

1. The Cavalier poets are --------- by a mixture 
of old ideals, lighthearted themes, and 
sumptuous living. 
(A) represented 
(B) reasoned 
( C) characterized 
(D) portrayed 
(E) shown 

2. Neoclassical literature is often marked by 
a(n) --- ---- -- and reasoned view oflife. 
(A) European 
(B) rational 
( C) enriching 
(D) amorous 
(E) romantic 

3. Satire uses humor to --------- errors, 
---------, or other shortcomings. 
(A) emulate .. .ideas 
(B) nullify ... characteristics 
(C) incite ... rots 
(D) expose ... falsehoods 
(E) enrich . . . mistakes 

4. Often written as a parody, the mock epic 
is a(n) -------- work that has elements of a 
classical epic poem. 
(A) satirical 
(B) heroic 
( C) interpretive 
(D) comical 
(E) trademark 
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Passage-Based Reading (3 Minutes-3 Questions) 

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. Answer the 
questions using what is stated or implied in the passage. 

People have long used diaries and journals 
as forms of personal expression. Diaries are 
used to reflect upon daily interactions, thoughts, 
and feelings. A journal is kept in much the 
same fashion, although a person generally uses 
a journal to record thoughts on more worldly 
events and topics. Most people keep this writing 
to themselves, preferring to express feelings and 
cultivate thoughts in privacy. However, these 
records are occasionally unearthed, providing 
insight into the life and times of the recorder. 

Over time, people have become more 
curious about the private thoughts and lives of 
others. Famous people are often encouraged 
to publish autobiographies or memoirs, 
autobiographical sketches that focus on a single 
incident or period in a person's life. Some people 
may publish personal writing to satisfy public 
curiosity or to share philosophies that helped 
shape their lives. These could be philosophies 
of friendship, politics, love, literature, or any 
number of relevant topics. 

Writing 

5. The passage implies what about diaries and 
journals? 
(A) They are a popular form of expression 

and reflection. 
(B) They have become less popular over 

time. 
( C) They are the best way for people to 

solve problems. 
(D) The best journals are written by famous 

people. 
(E) The most important diaries were 

written long ago. 

6. In line 3, "fashion" most nearly means 
(A) program 
(B) form 
(C) way 
(D) time 
(E) book 

7. This passage does not suggest that diaries 
are used to 
(A) make political statements 
(B) express emotions 
(C) teach about people and places 
(D) share literary philosophies 
(E) build wealth 

~dentifying Sentence Errors ( 4 Minutes-4 Questions) 

DIRECTIONS: The following sentences contain either a single error or no error at all. No 
sentence contains more than one error. If the sentence contains an error, select the one 
underlined part that must be changed to make the sentence correct. If the sentence is correct, 
select choice E. In choosing answers, follow the requirements of standard written English. 

8. Popular in the seventeenth century was the 
A 

9. John Keats used repetition and other poetic 
A 

14 

Lyric Poem, a musical poetic form that 
B C 

expressed the emotions of the speaker. 
D 

No error 
E 
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elements to creating some of the world's 
B C 

most enduring lY.ric poetry. No error 
D E 
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10. Also common at this time were epic poems, 
A 

long narrative works about great heroes, 
B C 

dangerous journeys, and supernatural 
D 

characters. No error 
E 

11. Publish in 1667, the ten books of 
A B 

Paradise Lost told the story of the fall of 
C D 

Adam and Eve. No error 
E 

Improving Sentences ( 4 Minutes--4 Questions) 

DIRECTIONS: The following sentences test correctness and effectiveness of expression. 
Part of each sentence or the entire sentence is underlined; beneath each sentence are five 
ways of phrasing the underlined material. Select the choice that you feel produces a better 
sentence. Choice A repeats the original phrasing. Select choice A if you believe the original 
phrasing produces a better sentence than the alternatives. Pay attention to grammar, sentence 
construction, word choice, and punctuation. Your selection should result in the most effective 
sentence. 

12. Duchamp lobbied for the role of Gulliver, 
and this happened at the beginning of every 
season. 
(A) Gulliver, and this happened at the 

beginning of every season. 
(B) Gulliver, at the beginning of 

every season. 
( C) Gulliver at the beginning of 

every season. 
(D) Gulliver, and he would do so at the 

beginning of every season. 
(E) Gulliver, this happening every season. 

13. Duchamp an eccentric man loved Swift's 
novel Gulliver's Travels. 
(A) Duchamp an eccentric man 
(B) Duchamp who was an eccentric man 
( C) Duchamp-an eccentric man, 
(D) Duchamp is an eccentric man 
(E) Duchamp, an eccentric man, 

14. Duchamp had written a play based on 
Gulliver's Travels, and he tried every year to 
stage Gulliver's Travels~ 
(A) and he tried every year to stage 

Gulliver's Travels. 
(B) and he tried every year to stage it. 
( C) and he tried, every year, to stage 

the play. 
(D) and he tried to stage the play. 
(E) and Duchamp tried every year to 

stage it. 

15. Although there is only one character in the 
play that Duchamp wrote, Duchamp will 
probably try again next year. 
(A) Although there is only one character in 

the play that Duchamp wrote, 
(B) Although there is only one character in 

it that Duchamp wrote, 
( C) Although there is only one character in 

his play, 
(D) Although there is only one character in 

Duchamp's play, 
(E) There is only one character in the play 

that Duchamp wrote, 
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Improving Paragraphs (3 Minutes-3 Questions) 

DIRECTIONS: Some parts of the following passage need to be rewritten. Read the passage 
and answer the questions that follow. Some questions are about particular sentences or parts of 
sentences and ask you to improve sentence structure or word choice. Other questions ask you 
to consider the organization and development of the paragraph. In choosing answers, follow the 
requirements of standard written English. 

(1) In the past, courses on Restoration 
literature tended to focus on male authors. (2) It 
far too often happened that these courses paid 
little heed to literary women of the era. (3) Today, 
Modern criticism now acknowledges female 
authors of the Restoration and beyond. ( 4) I was 
pleased to find courses covering works by women 
from many eras, cultures, and movements. (5) I 
recently looked at literature courses from a local 
college. ( 6) The modern classroom celebrates 
and analyzes women's writing in addition to 
African American, Native American, and Asian 
literary traditions. (7) Certainly, it is this culture 
of mutual respect for literary men and women 
that Margaret Cavendish envisioned when she 
penned "To All Writing Ladies." 

16. Sentence 4 makes the most sense if 
placed after 
(A) Sentence 1 
(B) Sentence 2 
(C) Sentence 3 
(D) Sentence 5 
(E) Sentence 6 

Essay (25 Minutes) 

17. In context, which is the best revision to the 
underlined portion of sentence 2? 
(A) It happened too often that these 

courses 
(B) It happened often these courses 
(C) That is to say that it happened that 

these courses 
(D) Too often, these courses 
(E) These courses (as it happened 

too often) 

18. Which of the following would be most 
suitable to insert immediately after 
sentence 7? 
(A) a paragraph detailing criticism of 

Cavendish's work 
(B) a quote from "To All Writing Ladies" 
( C) a sentence stating why female authors 

are superior 
(D) sentence 6 
(E) a reference to a poem by Aphra Behn 

DIRECTIONS: The essay provides you with the opportunity to show how well you 
can develop and express ideas. Take care to develop your point of view, present 
your ideas clearly, and use language precisely. Read the prompt carefully and write 
an essay in response to the prompt. Use a separate sheet of paper. 

Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibniz is best known for several philosophical works in which 
he suggests that the world as we know it is the best of all possible worlds. 

Assignment: Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Is our world the 
best of all possible worlds? How do you interpret the phrase 
"possible worlds"? In what situation might this world not be the 
best possible world? Plan and write an essay in which you 
develop your point of view on this issue. Support your posi~ion 
with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, 
experience, or observations. 

16 BR TRADITION, UNIT 5 Exceeding the Standards: Test Practice © EMC Publishing, LLC 



 



 



 



 



 



Alternative Methods of Instruction 

Day 5 Assignment 

Science Grades 11-12 

 

Name: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions:  

After reading the passage, choose the best 
answer to each question. You may refer to 
the passage as often as necessary. 

 



 

 

 



 





 





 




