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George Washington 
By Cynthia Sherwood 

W
e call George Washington the "Father of our 

Country." He was the first president of the United 

States. He also served as the lead general in the 

Revolutionary War. Every Presidents' Day, we remember him as 

America's first great leader. 

Washington was born on February 22, 1732 in Virginia. He had little schooling, 

but taught himself many important skills. As a young man, he became a soldier and 

fought for the British in the French and Indian War. 

Later, however, Washington and others became angry at the way England was 

ruling its American colonies. In 177 6, the colonists declared their independence from 

the British. General Washington led his troops in the fight against the British. In 1783, 

America won the war and became free from England. Washington retired as general 

and returned to his farm in Virginia. 

But the new country struggled. It needed a better structure for its government. 

In 1787, Washington helped head up the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. 

That is where the U.S. Constitution was written to create a brand new form of 

government. 

George Washington leading his army across the 

Delaware River in the Battle of Trenton. 

As a popular war 

hero, Washington was the 

logical choice to be

come the first president in 

1 789. He was re-elected 

four years later. He said 

he would not serve a third 

term because that would 

give one man too much 

power. As the first presi

dent, Washington set an 

example for later presi

dents. Today, we honor 

him as a great leader for 

a brand new country. 
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Weekly Question /Bis 
What puts the fizz in soda? 

If you've ever tried to make a Popsicle® out of soda, you've 
probably noticed that soda doesn't freeze very well. That's because, 
although soft drinks are mostly water, the physical properties of water 
change when other ingredients are dissolved into it. In fact, most 
mixtures and solutions have physical properties that are different 
from the pure substances they are made of. Adding carbon dioxide 
and sugar to water lowers the freezing point of the solution as 
compared to that of pure water. So it takes colder temperatures 
to freeze soda than it does to freeze pure water. 

The same thing is true when you add salt to water. Pure water 
freezes at 0°C, but a solution that is 20% salt freezes at -16°C. This is 
why salt is spread on snowy highways in winter. The salt dissolves into 
the ice and snow and causes it to melt. Until temperatures dip below 
-16°C, salt can help keep roads from icing up.

A. Answer the questions.

1. Which freezes at a warmer temperature,
pure water or soda?

2. Which has a higher freezing point,
a 20% salt solution or pure water?

B. A liquid called "antifreeze" is sometimes added to water to keep it
from freezing. How do you think antifreeze works? Fill in the bubble
next to the correct answer.

© It dissolves water. 

Idea & 

WEEK 1 

® It lowers the boiling point of water. 

® It lowers the freezing point of water. @ It carbonates the water. 

C. Which do you think would freeze first, a pond or the ocean?
Use the word freezing point in your answer.
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Nome: ________________ _ 

[ Fix the Sentences J E- 1 
My cousin josh ploys foot boll with his best firend Stefon. 

Stefon is the best wide receiver Ive ever sow. ( 2 errors) 
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Nome: _________________ _ 

[ Fix the Sentences J E-2 
i went too sience comp this summer. ( 3 errors) 

I lerned how to make a model rockit. (2 errors) 
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Name: _________________ _ 

( Fix the Sentences J E-3 
Mom gott a flat tire on her drive home from work yester day. ( 2 errors) 

Luckly, she know's how to change a tire. (2errors) 
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1 Name: _________________ _ 

[ Fix the Sentences J E•4 
What is you' re favorite kind of fruit. ( 2 errors) 

My too favorite fruits are bananas and pinapple. ( 2 errors) 
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